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who Jiad many witnesses to show that on the very
day on which the girl said she had gone to the cave
they had seen him on the road to my father's vil-
lage. So the Malay men all were sent to prison;
but my father got a great name; for all the country,
except the magistrate Hamadoru, knew of the charm
by which he had brought the girl to the fat Korala
Mahatmaya in the cave."
"Did your father teach you the making of the
charm?5' asked Karlinahami.
"Am I not a vederala and the son of a vederala?
The learning of the father is handed down to the
son."
"Yes, I remember hearing my mother speak of
him: there was no one in the district, she said; so
skilled in charms and medicines as your father,"
"Yes, he knew many things which other vederalas
know nothing of. He had a charm by which devils
are charmed to become the servants of the charmer.
He learnt it from a man of Sinhala,2 who lived long
ago in the neighbouring village. This man was
called Tikiri Banda, and he wanted to marry the
daughter of the headman. The headman refused
to give her, and Tikiri Banda being very angry put
a charm upon a devil which lived in a banian-tree.
And the devil took a snake in his hand and touched
2Kandvan district.